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Instructions to authors
Policy and organisation of the journal

Nucleic Acids Research publishes full papers in
English which warrant quick publication, and
which describe research on physical, chemical,
biochemical or biological aspects of nucleic
acids. The majority of papers acceptable for
publication would fall within one or more of
the following subject areas:
Physical and organic chemistry of nucleic acids.
Their constituents and analogues.
Nucleic acid biochemistry including enzymology.
The role of nucleic acids in gene regulation and
in virology.
Papers on properties of nucleotide coenzymes
and simple purine and pyrimidine derivatives
that have no relevance to the function and
properties of the nucleic acids themselves
will not normally be acceptable.
Papers should not normally exceed 20 pages in
length. The typewritten manuscript will be
reproduced photographically, which will eliminate
the necessity to correct proofs and will result in
fast publication (average 6-8 weeks).
Each manuscript will be refereed by two scientists
who have been instructed to try to recommend
acceptance or rejection of a paper and to avoid
suggesting minor alterations to content or style.
Preliminary or short communications which do
not contain sufficient experimental documentation
are not accepted
Submission of a paper implies that it reports
unpublished work, that it is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere and that,
if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in
the same form either in English or in any other
language without the consent of the publisher.
Manuscripts (the original and two copies, between
cardboards to avoid creasing) should be submitted
thus:
from the Americas to:
Professor Dieter Soil,
Yale University, Box 1937 Yale Station
New Haven, Connecticut 06520, USA
from the rest of the world to:
Dr R T.Walker,
Department of Chemistry
University of Birmingham
PO Box 363, Birmingham B15 2TT, England
It is essential that manuscripts be prepared
according to the instructions which follow
Manuscripts which do not conform to this
specification may have to be returned for
re-typing.

Preparation of manuscripts
Specially ruled typsetting sheets are available
on request and the editors recommend their use
by authors wherever possible.
It is the policy of the editors to allow a flexible
style of presentation of papers but, to help us
maintain a high standard of appearance and
readability, please ensure that your typescript
is in black (not grey), on good quality white
paper and conforms to the following rules:

(a) Type the title, author and address on a
separate sheet of paper. This will be re-typed
by the publisher to a standard format.

(b) Start page 1 with your abstract, which should
not exceed 15 lines. Then start the main text of
your paper. After filling a depth of 180mm (7in)
including the abstract, start page 2.
(c) Continue your paper, filling each page to a
depth of 240mm (9%in) except the last page,
which may fall short.
(d) The width of all copy (i.e. the longest lines)
must not exceed 165mm (6!4in).
(e) Each page should be numbered at the bottom
in light blue. The dimensions quoted above
include all diagrams/figures.
(f) Type the abstract and references at single
line spacing.
(g) Type all main text at one-and-a-half time
spacing (usually three 'clicks'). The number
of lines expected on a page is 36 - 38.
(h) Type heading to sections (e.g.ABSTRACT,
INTRODUCTION etc) in underlined CAPITALS,
aligned with the left-hand margin,
(i) Indent the first line of each paragraph but do
not leave any extra space between lines,
(j) Align diagrams/figures and their legends and
captions with the left hand margin. Type the
legends at single line spacing. Do not leave
excessive space above or below diagrams/figures.
Text and diagrams should normally be in sequence
as appropriate to the sense of the paper. Legends
should be brief and are not expected to make the
figures meaningful without reference to the text.
Diagrams can be submitted independently of the
text, in which case they may then be photo-reduced
by the publisher.

(k) Original photographs are accepted when they
are of high quality but must not be larger than
page size (9%" x 6V2") A charge will be made for
publication of a colour plate.

(I) Footnotes, including abbreviations and changes of
address, should be indicated with superscript figures
and included in the references.

References
The citation of journals' (abbreviated in the style of
'Chemical Abstracts'), books and multi-author books
should conform with the following examples (single
line spaced without indenting)
1 Razzell.W.E. and Khorana, H.G. (1958)

Biochim.Biophys.Acta 28, 562-566
2 Davidson,J.N. (1969) The Biochemistry of the

Nucleic Acids, 6th edn.pp. 177-178. Methuen.
London

3 Burdon.R.H. (1971) in Progress in Nucleic
Acid Research and Molecular Biology, Davidson,.).N
and Cohn.W.E., Eds., Vol.11, pp. 33-79. Academic
Press, New York

Nomenclature
As far as possible, authors should follow the
Recommendations of the IUPAC-IUB
Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature, and
particularly the abbreviations for nucleic acids,
polynucleotides and their constituents (1971)
J.Mol.Biol. 55, 299-305.

Reprints
Owing to the short production time for papers in
this journal, an estimate of the number of reprints
required should accompany each manuscript.
Upon acceptance a reprint price list and order form
will accompany our notification. Thirty reprints will
be supplied free of charge.


